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MAY IT PLEASE THL COURT, ’

The Louisiana Chapter ol the Notional Association of Social
Workers requests permission to appear as amicus curiae in support
of John Baxley and the finding of the trial court in Baxley's
case that the Louisiana Stalule prohibiting crime against mature,
R.S. 14:89, is unconstilutional under Lhe Louisiana Constitution.

The Nalional Assucialion of Yocio! Workers is a professional
membership organization of more than 14%,000 social workers
with chapters in cvery state iocluding Louisiana. NASW was
created in 1955. Its goals are Lo promote the quolilty and
effectiveness of social work praclice and to engage in social
action on behall of human well-being.

The functions of NASW include: professional development
of members through continuing education programs, professional
journals and publications, and research and demonstration
projects; creation and maintenance of professional values of
social work practice through Uthe NASW Code of Ethics; and
advancement of sound social policies and progrgms through
professiona} and technical analysis of legislation and public
policy.

Membership in NASW is open to professionals with degrees
from graduate or undergraduate prugyrams of social work education.
In Louisiana, there are 2,433 members participating in

NASW throughout the state in nine regions: New Orleans,
Houma/Thibodaux, Florida Parishes, Baton Rouge, Alexandria,
Lafayette, Lake Charles, Shreveport and Monroe.

The NASW Code of Ethics provides that "The social worker
should not practice, condone, facilitate or collaborate with
any form of discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex,
sexual orientation, age, religiaon, national origin, marital
status, political beliefl, mental or physical handicap, or any
other preference or personal characleristic, condition or
status." NASW views discrimination and prejudice directed
against any mingrity as inimical to the mental health not only

)

of the affected .iminority, but of the sociely as a whole. NASUW



affirms the right of all persons to define and express their
own sexuality.

Because the enforcement of Louisiana Revised Statute 14:89
operates to the detriment of the mental health of many of the
citizens of the State of Lousiana, particularly gay men,
lesbians, and heterosexual women, and infringes on their natural
expression of sexuality, and thereby threatens and inhibits
the development and maintenance of healthy self concepts and
self esteem, the Louisiana Chapter of the Naltional Association
of Social Workers respectfully requests that it be permitted
to express its views on the issues presented by the appeal by
the State of Louisiana inlthe John Baxley case, to wit the
constitutionality of Lhue Louluviona Statute on "crime against
nature".

Respectfully submitted:
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ARGUMERNT

In 1973, the American Psychiatric Association removed
homosexuality from the list of mental disorders in its Diagnostic

and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), the resource

used extensively by mental health practitioners for
classification of mental illnesses. In 1977, the National
Association of Social Workers, in its Public Social Policy
Statement on Gay Issues, affirmed "the right of all persons
to define and express their own sexuality" and committed its
organization to "combat archaic laws ... and other forms of
discrimination which serve to impose something less than equal
status upon the homosexually orientced members of the human
family." (NASW Public Social Policy Statement on Gay Issues
adopted in 1877 attached hercto as Exhibit A and NASW Policy
Statement on Lesbian and Gay Issues adopted in 1987 attached
hereto as Exhibit B.)

In more recent years, a more threatening Fisorder, though
not yet recognized in the DSM, is homophobia, the - irrational
fear and/or hatred of and/or hostility for lesbianfand gay
people. According to Caitlin Conor Ryan, writing in an NASY

publication entitled Lesbian and Gay Issues: A Resource Manual

for Social Workers, "Homophobia ... remains in itself a ma jor

social disease rampant in our society with serious emotional
and physical ramifications for those who succumb to it." In
its 1987 Policy Statement, NASW recognized that "Homophobia
and its resultant discrimination give rise to 'internalized
oppression,' which creates problems regarding self-esteem and
self image for lesbians and gay ment...."

While not yet explicitly recognizing homophobia itself

as a mental disorder, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual

of Mental Disorders, Third Edition, (DSM-III), published in

1980, does acknowledge the serious negative impact of a

homophobic society on the development and preservation of the
I, . . . .

mental and emotional health of homosexuals in its description

of the mental qisordervknown as "Ego-dystonic Homosexuality".



According to the DSM-IIJI, the features of this disorder are

"a desire to acquire or increase heterosexual arousal,}so that
heterosexual relationships can be initiated or maintained, and

a sustained pattern of overt homosexual arousal that the
individual explicitly states has been unwanted and a persistent
source of distress." (DSM-III, p. 281) The DSM-III, emphasizing
further that "homosexuality itself is not considered a mental
disorder", poiints out that "the factors that predispose to
Ego-dystonic Homosexuality are those negative societal attitudes
toward homosexuality that have been internalized" (p. 282)

and explains that the process of overcoming this disorder by
self-acceptance "is apparently facilitated by the presence of

a supportive homosexual subculture." (P. 281) Excerpted pages

281-282 of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental’

Disorders (Third Edition) are attached hereto as Exhibit C.

The most recent revision of the DSM-III, published in 1987,
(DSM-III-R) does not indicate that homosexuality, even with
ego-dystonic characteristics, is a mental disorder, but makes

a brief reference on page 296 that "persistent 'and marked
distress abcut one's sexuval orientation" may contribute to some
clinical disturbance when presented in combination.mith some
other problem.

Clearly, this problem is exacerbated by, if not the direct
result of, a homophobic society. Furthermore, stgtutes such
as the one before this Court, Louisiana Revised Statute 14:89,
create and 'support the perfect legal and social environment
for homophobia, and all of its consequences, to thrive.

The defendant's trial expert in clinical psychology, sex
therapy and marital counseling, David Schnarch, Ph.D., made
this point in his testimony when he said that the existence
of this law had the effect on homosexuals "to lower their
self-esteem and give them a feeling that they are somehouw
second-class citizens." (Tr. p. 16)

This expert additionally described the restrictive impact
R.S. 14:89 has oin some heterosexual women: "The absence of

manual, genital istimulation or oral genital stimulation prior
i



to intercourse is one of the most common reasons why women both
fail to achieve both satisfaction and also have pain, repeated
sexual contact without prior preparation and proper arousal
can actually create sexual dysfunction in itself. It would
also be important to note that there are many, many women who
never achieve orgasm during intercourse. There is absolutely
nothing wrong with them. They have no disorder. It is just
the nature of females, and the only way that many women will
be able to reach orgasm will either be with either direct, manual
stimulation to the clitoris or oral stimulation to the clitoris,
and that is a fairly standard prescription that sex therapists
and marital thereapists give to people who are interested in
improving their sexual relationships." (Tr. pp. 9-10)

Perhaps the most dramaltic health consequence of a homophobic
society is the perpetration of violence against lesbian and
gay people. In her article entitled "Stresses an Lesbian and

Gay Adolescents in Schools", published in Social Work In

Education, Spring 1987, Joyce Hunter, M.S.W. said: "Disapproval
of homosexuality has so permeated society thataviolence against
lesbian and gay people has become a norm. Violence against
minorities is endemic in our society, and in recent years the
violence toward lesbians and gays has increased dramatically,
in part due to the greater visibility lesbians and gays have
achieved." (p. 183) Hunter cites a study by the National Gay
Task Force conducted in 1984 where one-fifth of the females
and nearly half of the males, of 2,074 respondenﬁs, "'say they
were harassed, threatened with violence, or physically assaulted
in high school or junior high because they were perceived to
be lesbian or gay." (p. 184)

The local statistics are more startling. As reported in

Exposing Hatred: A Report on the Victimization of Lesbian and

Gay People in New Orleans, Louisiana, cited by defendant's expert

witness, Richard Magill, and entered into evidence at the trial
(Tr. p. 126), 20.8% of the respondents to the study conducted

by the Mayor's Advisory Committee on Lesbian and Gay Issues
[
reported that they had been the victim of at least one incident



of physical violence, while 26% reported that they had been
the victim of threats of violence and 63.8% reported that they

had been the victim of verbal harassment (Exposing Hatred, p.

2). UWhere the private and intimate act of sexual expression
between consenting adult homosexuals is defined as a felony

in the law, as it is in Loulsiana Revised Statute 14:89, there
is an implicit social approval for acts of violence aqainst
those individuals perceived to be unindicted felons. In this
regard, the continued existence and enforcement of such a statute
significantly contribute to the threat of violence and actual
violence against gay and lesbian peaople. One of the
recommendations adopted by the Mayor's Advisory Committee on
Lesbian and Gay Issues as a result of the findings of the report
on violence against gay and lesbian people was "That the Mayor
include in his legislative package the repeal of R.S. 14:89,
crime against nature statute, and that all sexual acts, in
private, between consenting adults be decriminalized." (Exposing
Hatred, p. 63)

A homophobic society presents a special t%reat to the health
of gay and lesbian adolescents exemplified by their dramatically
disproportionate rate of teen suicide. According to Sue Kaplan
and Sue Saperstein, writing in the NASW publication Lesbian

and Gay Issues: A Resource Manual for Social Workers, "It is

extremely difficult for gay/lesbian adolescents to'gain
acceptance or éupport from family or peers for their feelings
and emerging identities.... GOperating with no support systems,
lesbian or gay adolescents usually are isolated, whether they
disclose same-sex feelings or keep them hidden. This isolation
contributes to internalized homophobia that may manifest itself
as repressed feelings, withdrawal, depression, and
overcompensation. These emotions and actions dften result in
drug or alcohol abuse, poor school performance, running away,
and other acting-out behavior. Oppression by those closest
to the adolescent also may precipitate any of the foregoing
problems for thg young person and sometimes even culminates

)

in suidical attempts or death." (p. 17-18)

i



According to the four-volume Report of the Secretary's

Task Force on Youth Suicide, issued by the U.S5. Department of

Health and Human Services in January, 1989, "gay youth are 2
to 3 times more likely to attempt suicide than other young
people." According to Paul Gibson, L.C.S.W., in his article
entitled "Gay and Lesbian Youth Suicide" which was included
in the Report, "The root of the problem of gay youth suicide
is a society that discriminates against aad stigmatizes
homosexuals while failing to recognize that a substantial number
of its youth has a gay or lesbian orientation.” (p. 3-110)
Mr. Gibson's recommendation that "Laws prohibiting homosexual
relationships between consenting adults should be repealled

" (p. 3-133) was not accepted in the official recommendations
of the Report; however, Recommendation 6d-2 of the Report did
include the suggestion to "end discrimination against youths
on the basis of such characteristics as disability, sexual
orientation, and finmancial status." Clearly, a law such as
R.5. 14:89 which creates a climate of shame anq hostility for
children growing up with a homosexual orientatéon sets the stage
for mental and emotional problems in adolescence or young
adulthood.

In addition to NASW'a commitment to furthering the cause
of social justice by promoting and defending the rights of
persons suffering injustices and oppression because of their
homosexual orientation, NASW also supports the right of all
human beings to self-determination. Section II ofjthe NASWY
Code of Ethics in connection with The Social Worker's Ethical
Responsibilities to Clients, relative to Rights and Perogatives
of Clients, states: "The social worker should make every effort
to foster maximum self-determination on the part of clients."
As this relates to lesbian and gay people, "NASW affirms that
lesbian and gay individuals are entitled to the rights of self-
determination, self-definition, and self-expression, as long
as the rights of others are not infringed." (NASW Policy
Statement on Legbian and Gay Issues, 1987) The statute before

]
this Court obviqusly impedes the free private sexual expression



of all consenting adults, but most particularly it restricts
lesbians, gay men and heterosexual women in the achievement
of their individual sexual potential.

In all of these respects, where Louisiana Revised Statute
14:89 condones the perpetuation of a homophobic society,
threatens the health and safety of gay and lesbian adults and
adolescents, infringes upon the development of strong and healthy
self concepts, and restricts the exercise of self-determination,
the Louisiana Chapter of the National Association of Social
Workers urges this Honorable Court to affirm the finding of
the Grleans Parish Criminal District Court and declare this
statute unconstitutional.

RESPECTFULLY SUBNITTED'
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Appendix D

NASW Public The National Association of Social Workers realizes that homo-
Social Policy sexuality has cxisted under varying circumstances, throughout
Statement on recorded history and in most cultures. A substantial number
Gay Issues of women and men in American society are identified with

a hfestyle that includes homosexual behavior. Homosexual-

- ity may properly be considered a preference, orientation,

‘ or propensity for certain kinds of lifestyles. Millions of men
and wornen, whose sexual orientation includes homosexuality,

Yy

o S fed

F . are subject to severe social, psvchological, economic, and legal
discrimination because of their sexual orientation,

NASW views discrimination and prejudice directed
against any minority as inimical to the mental health not
only ol the affected minority, but of the society as a whole.
The Association deplores and will work to combat archaic
laws. discriminatory employment practices, and other forms
of discrimination which serve to impose something less than
cqual status upon the homosexually-oriented members of the
human family. It is the objective of the social work proles-
sion not only to bring health and welfare services closer to
people, bur also to help alter the uncqual policies and prac-
tices of health and welfare institutions.

NASW affirms the right of all persons to define and
express their own sexuality. In choosing their own lifestvle,
all persons are to be encouraged to develop their individual
potential to the fullest extent pbssible as long as they do not
impinge upon the rights of others.

Adopted by the NASW Delegate Assembly, Portland, Oreg., 1977.




RACKGROUND

The oppression of giy men und lesbluns has taken
form In religlon, vultuic, Iaw, and socinl snnstion, Amuer-
ican society, stropgly influonced by interpretations of
Judeo-Christiun moral codces, traditionally has con-
demned homoscxuality. ‘I'his theological Interpretstion

has led to the oxclusion of Jesbians and gay men from.

participation in religlous services, Other results include
lcgut and institutional discrimination, ns well as violence
uguinst lesbians and gay men, '

Recently, rcligious groups have begun to reexamine
their historical positions of discrimination and dlenp-
proval. Although muny rellglous denominatlons have. i
suedt working documents calling for n reexamination of
thoologlcal concepts in referonocs to human cexuality and
leshluny nnd gay sneo have orgunlzed within their re
spective churches und synugogues to {otler positive
change, to date, most lesbians and gay men still are
denicd positive affirmation and unqualified ncceptance
within their religious institutions, Moral codes also have
shaped the legal system, which erlminnlized many acts
of sexunl expression. In most states, sodomy laws make
scxusl expression a crimo for gay men. Legal righte ara
denivd lesblane and gay mon in other ways us well:

M Sume-sex couplos do ot have the right to mnrry.

W Lcsbiuns and gay men huve been denied custody
of their children, as well s the right to provide foster
nnd ndoptive care.

B Their partners do not have the suue tlghts of in-
heritance snd decision making as do blological next of
kin.

B Cmployment rights, housing, nccess to rosources

und services, and the rights to immigration and natural-

ization rominely nre denlod to lssbians and gay men.
B Lesbinns und gay men aré ¢xcluded from military
scrvice or are dishonorubly dismissed if their sexual ori-
cntatlon is kuow, '
In addition, violence ngainst lesbiuny und gay men has
been documented by public authoritler and ndvocucy

/B A Sy sk

groups. Antigoy violenco and discrimination sgainst les-
bians and gay mon hiuve Increased significuntly ag a reeult
of the acquired Immune deficlenny eyndrome (ATNK)
epldemle.

Tho Kinsey studies (Kinsey, Pomoroy, & Martin,
1948) documented clenrly the broad varintion of human
sexual behavior und the pravalence o homosexuality in
the Amerlean population, They estimatcd that Jesbians
und gay men constitute approximately 10 percent of the
U.5. population. At least 20 million lesbinns and gay
men endure the lack ‘of access to soclal, physical, and
emotlonnl resources; discrimination; and stigmatization
as criminal, deviant, and pathological.

STATEMENT OF ISSULES

As helping professionals, social workers are gulded by
the Code of Bihics, which was ndopted by the Delegote
Assembly of the Nationn] Axsoclation of Social Workers
(NASW, 1980). Relative to the socinl worker's ethical
responsibility to clients, the Code of Ethics stutes:

‘Ime souinl worker shivuld not practics, sondons, facilitate
ar volluburate with any form of discriminAtion on the batit
of ruve, color, sex, soxual orlentation, 56, roligion, nations)
origln, marital status, politicul belief, mental or physical
handlcap, or any other preference or perconal characteristic,
conditlon or statut.

Relative 10 the social worker's cthien! reaponsibility to
society, the Codse of Ethlos further ctates:
; -y
“Ihe sociul worker shoul) et 1o prevent and eliminute dis-
crimination aguinst any person o group on the busis of race,
_color, sex, scxust orlentatlon, age, religion, national origin,
muritul status, political beliel, mental or physical hundiesp,

or uny preferenee or personnl characterhltic, condition or
M
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The social worker shonh! net to enture that ull personc have
saeones 10 the resoureos, scrvices and opportunities which
they require.

The coolul worker ehould nct 1o expond cholce and oppan-
tunity for alt pareons, with speciol regard for disadvantaged
or appraceed groups and parsona.

Beocunuse the toclul work profession has a responsibility
for antving disndvantaged or approsscd groups and pers
sops, social workers must ascertnin the nseds und pro-
mate the well-being of lesbiuns and gay men, A per.
centnga of sociul workers and their clients arc memberg
of this minority group.

Despite the valuss nnd othics prescribed by the soclal
work. profession, individual social workers are not im-
mune to cultural attitudor nnd values that nre antithet-
icl to those of the social work profession. Homophobia,
the irrationul fear and hatred of those who are sexually
oriented townrd persons of the same sex, has given and
continues to give rise to a host of discriminutory prac-
tices, both institutlonally and Individually in American
socloty. Lesbian und gay individuals, therefore, fre-
quently experience the same kind of supremacist preju-
dic? that figures in racism, sexism, agetsm, classism, and
unti-Semitism, Prejudico toward ond discomfort with
lesbians and gay men or thelr behavior render social
wark practice with such clients ineffective and frequently
damaging. Social workers must examine thelr aftitudes
and feclings to ensure that they are not having a hegative
impact on their clients.

Lesblang and gay male social workers are employed
in a.ll areas of social work practice. Many still experience
prejudice and discriminalion in their professional lives
or would if they openly acknowledged their sexual ori-
entation. The necessity for lesbians and gay men to re-
maln totally or even partially “closeted” in their profes.
sional lives is irrational and potentially damaging to the
development of their highest potential, Conscquently,
social workers must creale an atmosphere that is open
to and accepting of thelr lesbian #nd gay male col-
leagues,

. Atvarious times, mental health professionals, includ-
N ing social workers, have described such sexual belaviors
. 85 masturbation, scxual relations between single per.
.. sons, pregnancy in unmartied women, and birth control
s-pathological. Yet'it:behooves professionals who hold
such-ideas.to:modify thelr approaches as new Informa-
on

S

and.views of behiavior bocome Yrcvalcnt. "Toward

his end, both the Amerivan Psychiatlc Association nnd
Ps}t’;hplb@o ociution progressively.
B EUARR T 05 1) .

have reexnmined homosexuallty in the past (wo decudes,
‘Ihey ho longer detine [t as a mental disorder. The sociul
wut k. profuskion huy dono tho same and continues that
process through the updating of this policy statement,

POLICY STATEMENT

T'he National Assoclation of Social Workers (NASW)
recognizes thal homosexunilty has existed throughout
history (as has heterosexuality) and that sume-sex sexual
vrizatation should be afforded the same respect as that
of opposite-sex scxual orlentation, NASY usscrts that
discrimination and prejudice directed against any mi-
nority group Is damaging 10 the mental health not only
of the affected minority but of the socioty as o whole.
NASW s committed to work toward the building of a
society in which all people will be accepted as equals
without regard to their sexual orientation, NASW af-
firms thut lesbian and gay individuals are entitled 1o the
rights of self-dctermination, self-definition, and self-
expression, ns long s the rights of others are not in-
fringed.

To this end, NASW shall support feglstation, regulu-
tion, policies, judicial review, political action, demon-
strations, and other appropriate means that will estab-
lish and protect the equal rights of all persuns without
repard to their sexunl orientation. Such activitics in-
clude, but by ho means are limited 1o working for the
adoption of policics and legislation to end all forms of
discrimination ngainst leshians and gay men at the fed-
eral, state, and local levels in all institutions, including
churches and synagogues, and in both the public and
private sectors. NASW will support the repeal of all laws
agninst any form of consengual adult sexual activity as
well, NASW will work toward the elimination of preju-
dice, both inside and outside the profession.

Homophobia and its resultant diserimination give rise

to “internalized oppression,” which crentes problems re-
garding self-esteem and sclf-imago for lesbians and gay -
men, Social workers need to be awnre of internalized
oppression when working with lesbians and gay men.
NASW should develop :and sponsor ¢ducational pro-
grams that are designed fo train socinl workers in the
area of human scxuallty, including homosexuality and
the neede of the lesbinn and gay communitics. In co-
operation with the Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE), NASW should encournge instructors of social
wark education proprams to include lesbian and pay
issues in their curriculn and educational institutions to
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develop nondiscrimination policles ro arding lethinn REFERENCES

& gny mal d stafl. ! ) junction witl '
and gay muale students and stall. Incen unclion with Kinse 9 . & Maortin. G 12, (1048

. . . " ¥, A, I3, Fomeray, W, B., & Martin. €. 1%, (1048).
CSWE and other Insthutions, NASW shoul um'lulakc .S'c'xual behavior I the humnun male. Philudsiphis:
reseuich o all arvcas related to homosexunlity nnd W, DB. Ssundors Co
practice und policy development. Nntlonal Assoclation of Boclal Workers. (1080). Caelv of

cihies. 8ilver Spring, MD: Auther.
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P()“t:"y._&ln.l'l;lncnl uplprOVcd by thc NASW Delegato Astcmbly, November 1987 This stutement superseder the
polivy staiemunt on gay lssues approved by tho Delegate Asscmbly in 1977,

TFor further lnré'nﬁutlon. contact the Natlonal Assoclatlon of Socinl Workers, 7981 Eactern Avenun,

"Spilings MD 20910, Telephone: 301-565-0333 or 800-638-8799.
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302.70 Atypical Psychosexual Dysfunction - v
This category is for Psychosexual Dysfunctions that cannot be classxﬁed as a
specific Psychosexual Dysfunction. An example would be no erotic sensations
or even complete anesthesia despite normal physiological components of sexual
excitement and orgasm. Another example would be a female analogue of Pre-
mature Ejaculation.

OTHER PSYCHOSEXUAL DISORDERS

302.00 Ego-dystonic Homosexuality

The essential features are a desire to acquire or increase heterosexual arousal,
so that heterosexual relationships can be initiated or maintained, and a sustained
pattern of overt homosexual arousal that the individual explicitly states has been
unwanted and a persistent source of distress.

This category is reserved for those homosexuals for whom changing sexual
orientations is a persistent concern, and should be avoided in cases where the
desire to change sexual orientations may be a brief, temporary manifestation

of an individual’s difficulty in adjusting to a new awareness of his or her homo-
sexual impulses.

Individuals with this disorder may have either no or very weak heterosexual
arousal. Typically there is a history of unsuccessful attempts at initiating or sus-
taining heterosexual relationships. In some cases no attempt has been made to
initiate a heterosexual relationship because of the expectation of lack of sexual
responsiveness. In other cases the individual has been able to have short-lived
heterosexual relationships, but complains that the heterosexual impulses are too
weak to sustain such relationships. When the disorder is present in an adult,
usually there is a strong desire to be able to have children and family life.

Generally individuals with this disorder have had homosexual relationships,
but often the physical satisfaction is accompanied by emotional upset because of
strong negative feelings regarding homosexuality. In some cases the negative
feelings are so strong that the homosexual arousal has been confined to fantasy.

Associated features. Loneliness is particularly common. {_In addmon guilt,
shame, anxiety, and depression may be present.

Age at onset. The most common age at onset is during early adolescence
when the individual becomes aware that he or she is homosexually aroused and
has already internalized negative feelings about homosexuality,

Course. There is some evidence that in time many individuals with this
disorder give up the yearning to become heterosexual and accept themselves
as homosexuals. This process is apparently facilitated by the presence of a sup-
portive homosexual subculture. It is not known how often the disorder, without
treatment, is self-limited. However, there is a general consensus that spontaneous
development of a satisfactory heterosexual adjustment in individuals who
previously had a sustained pattern of exclusively homosexual arousal is rare.
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282 Diagnostic Categories

The extent to which therapy is able to decrease homosexual arousal increase’
heterosexual arousal or help homosexuals become satisfied with their sexuality

is disputed.

Impairment. There is generally no or only mild impairment in sodal func- -

tioning.

Complications. Dysthymic Disorder can be a complication.

Predisposing factors. Since homosexuality itself is not considered a mental,

disorder, the factors that predispose to homosexuality are not included in this
section. The factors that predispose to Ego-dystonic Homosexuality are those
negative societal attitudes toward homosexuality that have been internalized.
In addition, features associated with heterosexuality, such as having children
and socially sanctioned family life, may be viewed as desirable and incompatible
with a homosexual arousal pattern.

Prevalence, sex ratio, and familial pattern. No information.

Differential diagnosis. Homosexuality that is ego-syntonic is not classified
as a mental disorder. In addition, the attitude that I guess life would be casier
if I were heterosexual” does not warrant this diagnosis. This category is re-
served for homosexuals for whom changing sexual orientations is a persistent
concern. Similarly, distress resulting simply from a conflict between a homo-
sexual and society should not be classified here.

Individuals with Inhibited Sexual Desire may sometimes attribute the lack
of sexual arousal to “latent homosexuality.” However, Ego-dystonic Homo-
sexuality should be diagnosed only when homosexual arousal is overt, although
it may be limited to fantasy.

Homosexuals who develop a Major Depression may then express self-
hatred because of their sexual orientation. The diagnosis of Ego-dystonic Homo-
sexuality should not be made if the ego-dystonic quality is judged to be only a
transient symptom of a Depressive Disorder.

. : : . \"19;"

. B'r_Therle:lstasustamed pattern.of om;iﬁxgab arausal h_at:th x
L explicitlys states: has Been: ted!andta pe source: off
éfr"%m:;:}:; i e e A T b s s Y

e

302.89 Psychosexual Disorder Not Elsewhere Classified

This is a residual category for disorders whose chief manifestations are psycho-
logical disturbances related to sexuality not covered by any of the other
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Advocate staff photo by John H. Williams

Attorney John Rawls asks the state Supreme Court to strike down Louisiana’s sodomy law.

Gay attorney attacks sodomy law at SU

By SCOTT DYER
Capitol news bureau

A self-proclaimed gay attorney
told the Louisiana Supreme Court
that the state's Crimes Against
Nature law discriminates against
homosexuals and should be over-
turncd.

In a case argued in Baton Rouge
as part of the dedication of the
new Southern University Law
Center, attornecy John Rawls said
the “rcal purpose of the sodomy

law is to brand us gays and
lesbians as inferior beings.”

Rawls’ client, John Baxley, was
arrested in the New Orleans
French Quarter for offering an
undercover policeman $20 for
oral sex. )

Rawls argucd that Baxley’s case
is a civil rights case for the more
than 100,000 gays and lesbians
who live in Louisiana.

Rawls said it was appropriate
for the case to be argued on the
mostly black Southern Universily

iy

campus, where an oppressed
minority group overcame
inequities with patience and
perseverance.

Louisiana’s Crimes Against Na-
ture law -makes it illegal for
anyone to have oral or anal sex
with somecone of the same sex, the
opposile sex or even a spousc,
Rawls said.

Rawls warned that, to enforce
the law, state law enforcement
officials would have to violate the
privacy of every bedroom in the

state.

Mark Pethke, an attorney for
the Orleans Parish District
Attorney, pointed out | that
Baxley's case did not occur in a
bedroom, but on a public street
corner. -

However, Chief Justice Pascal
Calogero pointed out that Baxley
wasn't attempting to havesexona
public street corner. o

The Supreme Court did not ren-
der a decision in the case Friday,
but took it under advisement.



High court in BR

The Southern University Law Center's new
justices allowed to be photographed — heard argumentsona sodomy case. The

moot courtroom became a real courtroom Friday ast

he state Supreme Cou

e ;
Advocate

n—ina hearing that the

high court ysually meets in New Orleans. Story, Page 2B.
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